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AUSTRIA@ SXSW LONDON 2026

Sunday, 31.05.2026 - Thursday, 04.06.2026

Version: 21.05.2026 please note that changes in timing or speakers might apply, without impacting
content and quality. The programme will be delivered in English language throughout.
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Advantage Austria | AuBenwirtschaftsCenter London
45 Princes Gate | London SW7 2QA
E London@wko.at | T +44 20 7584 4411

Contact person: Peter Pesl, Head of Innovation | + 44 (0) 07474 537 191

INDIVIDUAL ARRIVAL TO LONDON

18.00 - 21.00

Monday, 01.06.2026

08.30 - 10.00

10.00 - 12.00

12.00 - 19.30

WELCOME TO EAST LONDON | SXSW LONDON DISCOVERY TOUR
& NETWORKING DINNER
Meeting Point Liverpool Street Station Southeast exit (Google Maps Location Here]

e 18.00 Welcome to London + Interactive East London / Shoreditch Walking Tour
with Local Expert & Guide Nick Lautman + Introduction of Participants
e 19.30 Dinner and Business Networking | Bengal Village Brick Lane

BREAKFAST BRIEFING
Fora Folgate Street | 35-41 Folgate St | London E1 6BX

Breakfast briefing for the Austrian delegation at SXSW London 2026, featuring
speakers from both within and outside the delegation, networking opportunities, and
recommendations for conference sessions.

e 08.30 Arrival / Breakfast
e (09.00 Welcome words by Trade Commissioner Michael Miiller and
Reanne Leunig, Director of Creative Industries
e 09.10 Introduction Delegation Agenda / SXSW Core Themes / Todays SXSW
London Highlights by Head of Innovation Peter Pesl and
Reanne Leunig, Director of Creative Industries
e (09.30 Breakfast & Impulse Futurism in Practice
The intersection of physical and digital environments
& get the most out of SXSW London (SXSW Bingo) by Aditi Rajagopal
e (09.45 Breakfast Networking

TRANSFER TO SXSW & BADGE COLLECTION

Please note that we can collect the badges on your behalf the day before the event;
however, we will require your booking code to do so by 25 of May latest. Alternatively
you may collect the badges on-site on the day, although we anticipate there may be
some waiting time.

INDIVIDUAL VISIT OF KEYNOTES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND EXHIBITION HOUSES OF
COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES

All transfers between program points are within a walking distance of typically 15 to
20 minutes.


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.google.at/maps/place/Advantage+Austria/@51.5001224,-0.1767738,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x487605448e07fe37:0x4a9c6a030503fd17!8m2!3d51.5001224!4d-0.1741989!16s%2Fg%2F1yh9t_pyp?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDExNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:London@wko.at
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Children+of+the+Kindertransport/@51.5176602,-0.0824929,73m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x48761d4af2888dc1:0x62a31569bb37a346!8m2!3d51.5176342!4d-0.0826311!16s%2Fg%2F11gfmb0npf!5m1!1e4?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDUxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.guidelondon.org.uk/guides/nicklautman/
https://bengalvillagebricklane.co.uk/
http://www.foraspace.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-mueller-at/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reanne-leuning/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/peterpesl/?locale=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reanne-leuning/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aditi-rajagopal/

Evening
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Programme Highlights:

Welcome Address & Keynote by Francine Lacqua (Bloomberg)

12.00 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage])

The Welcome Address will be delivered by Francine Lacqua. While at Bloomberg,
Lacqua has interviewed high-profile figures including: French President Emmanuel
Macron, ECB President Christine Lagarde, Bank of England Governor Andrew Bailey,
JP Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon, Goldman Sachs CEQO David Solomon, Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates as well as Billionaire financier George Soros and former ECB
President Mario Draghi.

OPTIONAL LUNCH MEETUP

13.00 Street Food area near around Truman Brewery

We would love to meet up with you to share some impressions and experiences and
first impressions of SXSW. If you are interested in joining this informal lunch meetup,
please let us know in advance so we can share precise time and location via
WhatsApp with you.

Panel Discussion (Alessandro Curioni VP IBM Research, Andrea Pontremoli CEO
Dallara) - Al & Quantum: The Future of High-Performance Vehicles

14.10 - 14.50 Truman Brewery (Truman Stage 2)

As Al and quantum computing move from experimentation to real-world impact, the
technologies are transforming how high-performance vehicles are designed and
engineered. In this panel, IBM's Alessandro Curioni and Dallara’s Andrea Pontremoli
will discuss how advanced computing, Al-driven simulation, and data-centric design
are accelerating innovation. Drawing on the recently announced IBM-Dallara
collaboration, this conversation will explore how research and industrial expertise
come together to unlock new levels of performance, efficiency, and speed.

Fireside Chat (Marc Warner CEO Faculty & Accenture, Arjun Kharpal CNBC) - The
Reinvention Window: Future Stories from the Age of Al

15.25 - 15.55 Truman Brewery (Truman Stage 1)

Al has moved beyond experimentation and headlines into something far more
consequential: core infrastructure. This session explores how organizations are
embedding Al into the systems, workflows, and platforms that power real business
outcomes. We'll discuss what it takes to move from excitement and pilots to reliable,
scalable Al foundations.

For your “free” evening, we have put together a few restaurant and bar
recommendations near the SXSW venues below. We strongly recommend making a
table reservation in advance.

e Smoking Goat Bar - recommended for creative cuisine and cosy atmosphere

e Llama Inn - Peruvian restaurant and rooftop bar at The Hoxton Shoreditch

e Kaso Shoreditch - rooftop bar with Mediterranean cuisine at One Hundred
Shoreditch

e Caravan in Bloomberg arcade - stylish and modern restaurant chain serving
Middle Eastern-inspired dishes

e Ely'sYard Food Trucks und Brick Lane Tab Room - Street Food Options
around Trueman Brewery and Rough Trade East

e The Knave of Clubs - historic East End pub reinvented

e The Culpeper - relaxed ground floor pub and roof terrace

e Owl & Pussycat - lively boozer with beer garden


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/welcome-address-6cf83639
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/ai-quantum-the-future-of-highperformance-vehicles-654a0c58
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/the-reinvention-window-future-stories-from-the-age-of-ai-45ae9bf2
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/the-reinvention-window-future-stories-from-the-age-of-ai-45ae9bf2
https://www.smokinggoatbar.com/
https://www.llamainnlondon.com/about-us
https://www.onehundredshoreditch.com/eat-drink/kaso-rooftop/
https://www.bloombergarcade.com/
https://www.elysyardfoodtrucks.co.uk/
https://www.bricklanetaproom.co.uk/
https://www.theknaveofclubs.co.uk/
https://www.theculpeper.com/pub/
https://www.owlandpussycatshoreditch.com/

Tuesday, 02.06.2026

09.00 - 19.00
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VISIT OF SXSW LONDON CONFERENCE, KEYNOTES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND
EXHIBITION HOUSES OF COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES

All transfers between program points are within a walking distance of typically 15 to
20 minutes. Please note that due to the popularity of the speakers we expect these
sessions to be very busy. Make sure you arrive at the venue well in time.

Programme Highlights:

Panel Discussion [Leigh Brody Albion VC, Junaid Bajwa Flagship Pioneering, David
Thornton Genomics) - Al's Next Frontier: Life Itself

13.55 - 14.35 Truman Brewery (Truman Stage 1)

Al's next frontier isn’t digital - it's biological. From scientific discovery to global shift
changes, this panel examines how Al is unlocking the ability to understand and build
with biology in entirely new ways. Join the pioneers shaping one of the most
consequential innovation waves of our time.

Panel Discussion (Ling GE Tencent, Tom Mackenzie Bloomberg) - Scaling Al: The
Road Ahead

14.20 - 14.40 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage)

Al is shifting from breakthrough demos to infrastructure shaping entire industries. As
capital pours into the sector, the real question isn’t who can build Al, but who can
scale it. How do investors distinguish signal from hype? What separates a promising
Al startup from a company built for long-term impact? Join Tencent’s Chief
Investment & Strategy Officer for EMEA, Ling Ge, alongside a leading Al startup
founder, as they explore where capital is flowing and the factors that drive sustainable
Al growth.

OPTIONAL AFTERNOON MEETUP

15.00 Street Food area near around Truman Brewery

We would love to meet up with you to share some impressions and experiences of day
two. If you are interested in joining this informal coffee break meetup, please let us
know in advance so we can share precise time and location via WhatsApp with you.

Panel Discussion (Anthony Russo, Joe Russo AGBO, Donald Mustard, Ramin
Setoodeh Variety) - Building Artistic Universes Without Borders

15.45 - 16.25 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage)

Storytelling no longer sits on a single screen or inside one format. The projects that
endure are built to move between film, television, gaming, and interactive, meeting
audiences wherever they are and continuing to evolve once they get there. The real
challenge is not just expanding across platforms but building something that sustains
attention and meaning at a global scale. Anthony and Joe Russo, directors of
Avengers: Infinity War and Avengers: Endgame, join Donald Mustard, former Chief
Creative Officer of Epic Games and the creative force behind Fortnite, which has
reached hundreds of millions of players and reshaped how interactive worlds operate
at scale. The discussion will focus on how these worlds are actually built across film
and gaming, what it takes to keep audiences invested over time, and how storytelling
continues to shift as audiences move from watching to participating.


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/ais-next-frontier-life-itself-3c903e62
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/scaling-ai-the-road-ahead-6cad929c
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/scaling-ai-the-road-ahead-6cad929c
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/building-artistic-universes-without-borders-cf4a9103

19.00 - 22.00
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Harry Stebbings [Founder 20VC) - Mic to Millions: In Conversation with Harry

16.15 - 16.45 Truman Brewery (Truman Stage 2)

Harry Stebbings started with a microphone and a curiosity about venture capital.
Today he manages hundreds of millions and counts the world's top founders and
investors as peers. In this session, he unpacks the journey from mic to millions, what
it taught him about where power really sits in venture, and why the lack of UK
institutional ambition isn’t just sad - it's a problem the industry can no longer afford
to ignore.

CURATED MATCHMAKING WITH THE BOLD INNOVATION COMMUNITY
The Royal Oak Pub | 73 Columbia Road | London E2 7RG

Register Here: BOLD Matchmaking: Austrian SXSW Delegation <> London Community
| BOLD Community

Join us for a curated Matchmaking session hosted by the BOLD Community, the
global innovation community of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber. Expect
curated matchmaking, interesting conversations with local innovators, our BOLD
Minds: leaders shaping future technologies (from Al to next-gen mobility), and the
chance to meet like-minded people from different industries, from business and
research to policymaking and the creative world. Come as you are, leave with new
perspectives and a many “we should talk more” connections. Snacks and drinks
provided.

Wednesday, 03.06.2026

08.00 - 09.30

09.30 - 19.30

SXSW LONDON BREAKFAST BRIEFING
The Bike Shed MotoCo | 384 Old St | London EC1V 9LT

Breakfast with the delegations from Austria and the Netherlands at the SXSW London
“Dutch House”

e 08.00 Arrival / Breakfast

o 08.45 Welcome, Carmen Goby, VP of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

e 09.00 Official opening of the Dutch House, followed by panel discussion with
Harald Dunnink and Rutger Bregman on Moral Ambition: A Wake-Up Call |
SXSW London 2026 Sessions
The School of Moral Ambition was built on a simple and uncomfortable
premise: the world has no shortage of ambitious people, it has a shortage of
ambitious people working on the right things. Co-founder Harald Dunnink and
bestselling historian Rutger Bregman make the case that creativity,
technology and design are most powerful when they're pointed at something
worth doing.

e 09.45 Breakfast Networking

VISIT OF SXSW LONDON CONFERENCE, KEYNOTES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND
EXHIBITION HOUSES OF COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES

All transfers between program points are within a walking distance of typically 15 to
20 minutes. Please note that due to the popularity of the speakers we expect these
sessions to be very busy. Make sure you arrive at the venue well in time.


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/partners/mic-to-millions-in-conversation-with-harry-stebbings-6f01bbf6
https://www.royaloakbethnalgreen.co.uk/
https://digital.boldcommunity.org/networks/events/206718
https://digital.boldcommunity.org/networks/events/206718
https://bikeshedmoto.co.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carmengoby/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/haralddunnink/
https://rutgerbregman.com/
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/moral-ambition-a-wake-up-call-914c459e
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/moral-ambition-a-wake-up-call-914c459e

18.00 - 22.00
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Programme Highlights:

Nick Clegg (frm Deputy PM, ex-Meta) - Panel Discussion: Can Europe Compete?
9.45 - 10.20 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage)

As global technology power consolidates in the US and China, Europe faces a defining
question: how can it regain control of its digital future? The need for European tech
sovereignty is clear but can Europe wrestle the back control?

Elisa Gregori (Chief Growth Officer at Nestle) - Panel Discussion: Brand 2030

10.20 - 10.55 Shoreditch Town Hall

Meeting today’'s consumer expectations is already a challenge—so how do you design
for a future that won't sit still? With trends evolving, habits shifting, and tastes
constantly changing, the real question is: how do you stay ahead of it all? This talk
explores how to remain an agent of change, creating products, experiences, and
strategies that don't just keep up—but click with tomorrow’s customers.

Panel Discussion - The Isomorphic Shift: Accelerating Drug Discovery at Digital
Speed

12.25 - 12.55 Truman Brewery

Panel Discussion: Max Jaderberg, President Isomorphic Labs, Michael de la Merced,
Reporter at New York Times & Avery Klemmer, Investor at Thrive Capital

This discussion will explore how long-term investment can lay the groundwork for
transformative scientific breakthroughs and provide a forward-thinking outlook on
how Isomorphic Labs may one day solve all disease with the help of Al.

OPTIONAL LUNCH MEETUP

13.00 Street Food area near around Truman Brewery

We would love to meet up to compare notes and recommendations of our third day at
SXSW. If you are interested in joining this informal lunch meetup, please let us know
in advance so we can share precise time and location via WhatsApp with you.

Sir Tim Berners-Lee (Inventor of the World Wide Web) - Meet Charlie: The Al That
Works for You, Not the Platform

17.20 - 18.00 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage)

World Wide Web inventor Sir Tim Berners-Lee saw this coming. At SXSW London, he
and Inrupt CEO John Bruce won't just talk about the problem. They'll show you the
solution they’'ve built — Charlie. Charlie is a personal Al assistant built on the Solid
protocol, the open web standard Sir Tim created to empower individuals with control
over their data. Charlie acts as your advocate and gatekeeper in front of the Al tools
you already use: surfacing exactly what data is being sent before it leaves your device,
protecting your personal information, and keeping your memory portable across
every Al platform you choose.

B2B AUSTRIAN NIGHT - SXSW LONDON SPECIAL - AUSTRIAN BUSINESS MEETS
CREATIVE-TECH
The Stationary Hall | Ave Maria Ln | London EC4M 7DD

B2B networking evening event co-hosted by Bene UK including Austrian Business &
Creative Community in London. Connect with key players in the UK
innovation/creative ecosystem and with professionals who are already successfully
operating in the United Kingdom - paving the way for future business opportunities.
To keep the energy flowing, Red Bull UK are providing a bar. Dress-code smart-
casual.


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/can-europe-compete-58ba8b1c
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/brand-2030-96995d64
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/the-isomorphic-shift-accelerating-drug-discovery-at-digital-speed-6a1406d5
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/the-isomorphic-shift-accelerating-drug-discovery-at-digital-speed-6a1406d5
https://www.sxswlondon.com/partners/meet-charlie-the-ai-that-works-for-you-not-the-platform-813c420d
https://www.sxswlondon.com/partners/meet-charlie-the-ai-that-works-for-you-not-the-platform-813c420d
https://www.stationershall.co.uk/

Thursday, 04.06.2026

09.30 - 19.30
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Welcome Remarks at 19.00

VISIT OF SXSW LONDON CONFERENCE, KEYNOTES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND
EXHIBITION HOUSES OF COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES

All transfers between program points are within a walking distance of typically 15 to
20 minutes. Please note that due to the popularity of the speakers we expect these
sessions to be very busy. Make sure you arrive at the venue well in time.

Programme Highlights:

Panel Discussion with Lars Rasmussen (Co-Founder Google Maps) - Human First:
Designing Al That Empowers, Not Replaces

9.40 - 10.05 Protein Studios (Stage 2)

In the race to scale Al, it's easy to lose sight of who we’re building for. This panel
centers on a simple idea: consumers are human. We’ll explore a human-centered
design philosophy for Al—one that prioritizes empowerment over automation, and
relationships over transactions.

Panel Discussion - Beyond the Prompt: What Fashion Brands Are Learning About Al
and Creative Direction

10.50 - 11.25 Protein Studios (Stage 1)

Panel: Mirjam Schuele, SVP Marketing, Karl Lagerfeld - Giovanna Casimiro, Prof.
Institut Francais de la Mode - Chungaiz Khan Mumtaz, Fmr CMO Marni - Presenter
Anna-Liese Prem, Head of Cultural Insights, LOOP

More than two years into the widespread adoption of generative Al, fashion brands
are moving beyond experimentation. As Al begins to shape campaigns, visuals and
even creative direction, the real question is no longer what's possible, but what
should remain human. This conversation brings together brand leaders and cultural
thinkers to explore where judgment, taste and authorship still matter most and how
fashion brands are navigating this shift in practice.

OPTIONAL LUNCH MEETUP

13.00 Street Food area near around Truman Brewery

We would love to meet up with you to share some impressions and experiences with
you and to hear your feedback about SXSW. If you are interested in joining this
informal farewell lunch, please let us know in advance so we can share precise time
and location via WhatsApp with you.

Keynote Andrew Mullins (Brand Impact director) - Brand Impact Director JCDecaux
14.00 - 14.20 Truman Brewery (Stage 1)

Andrew Mullins has been with JCDecaux for 10 years and is the Brand Impact
Director of the company's award-winning Brand Impact team. He leads a talented
group of Project Managers in delivering bespoke outdoor advertising campaigns
across JCDecaux's diverse portfolios, including Retail, Rail, Roadside, and Airport
environments. Andrew has collaborated closely with a large number of brands and
media agencies to deliver impactful creative campaigns for JCDecaux over the last 10
years. Prior to his time at JCDecaux, Andrew spent eight years at ITV, where he
managed digital campaigns for major sponsorships such as Coronation Street,
Emmerdale, and the 2015 Rugby World Cup.


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/human-first-designing-ai-that-empowers-not-replaces-18154591
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/human-first-designing-ai-that-empowers-not-replaces-18154591
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/beyond-the-prompt-what-fashion-brands-are-learning-about-ai-and-creative-direction-f4f30ee2
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/beyond-the-prompt-what-fashion-brands-are-learning-about-ai-and-creative-direction-f4f30ee2
https://www.sxswlondon.com/speakers/anne-liese-prem-e4752e13
https://www.sxswlondon.com/speakers/andrew-mullins-112c11d4

19.30

OPTIONAL ADD-ON

Friday-Saturday,
05.-06.06.2026
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Lonneke Gordijn [Co-Founder DRIFT) - Choreographing the Future | SXSW London
2026 Sessions

14.20 - 14.40 (Truman Brewery Stage 1)

What happens when we use technology to make life more liveable, rather than just
more efficient? By weaving nature and technology together, art duo DRIFT creates
physical experiences that recalibrate how we sense, feel, and connect - not only with
each other, but with the planet itself. This session explores how architecture and
multisensory design can engage the nervous system, inspire belonging and
connection. Discover what natural processes can teach us about resilience, and how
technology can partner with nature - transforming our environments from fast and
functional to grounding, meaningful, and alive.

Panel Discussion - Creativity as an Engine of Growth

15.15 - 15.55 Truman Brewery (Truman Stage 2)

Panel: Tom Branton from The Earls Court Development Company, Nina Burns CBE at
Nimax Theatres, Guto Harri Broadcaster

Creativity is a powerful catalyst for urban growth. This session explores how culture,
design and the Creative Industries shape places that attract people, ideas and
investment. The panel examines what makes a district magnetic, how creative
ecosystems generate economic and social value, and why London’s Growth Plan
places such weight on the experiential economy. Drawing on lessons from Earls
Court, the discussion considers how to nurture conditions in which creativity thrives
and how these approaches can inform future development strategy across the capital
and beyond.

Panel Discussion - Making Al good...Real Good!

15.55 - 16.30 Truman Brewery (SXSW London Stage)

Panel Discussion with Markiplier, YouTuber & Filmmaker, Robert Muyskens, Board
President Real Al for Good

END OF PROGRAMME & INDIVIDUAL DEPARTURE

VISIT OF SXSW LONDON CONFERENCE


https://wko.at/aussenwirtschaft
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/choreographing-the-future-f4aca623
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/choreographing-the-future-f4aca623
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/creativity-as-an-engine-of-growth-c642b6f6
https://www.sxswlondon.com/session/making-ai-goodreal-good-47305a91

